THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

The sovereignty of God --- What do we mean by this expression? We mean the supremacy of
God, the kingship of God, the godhood of God. To say that God is sovereign is to declare that
God is God. To say that God is sovereign is to declare that He is the Most High, doing according
to His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth, so that none can stay
His hand or say unto Him what doest Thou? (Dan. 4:35). To say that God is sovereign is to
declare that He is the Almighty, the Possessor of all power in heaven and earth, so that none can
defeat His counsels, thwart His purpose, or resist His will (Ps. 115:3). To say that God is
sovereign is to declare that He is "The Governor among the nations" (Ps. 22:28), setting up
kingdoms, overthrowing empires, and determining the course of dynasties as pleaseth Him best.
To say that God is sovereign is to declare that He is the "Only Potentate, the King of kings, and
Lord of lords" (1 Tim. 6:15). Such is the God of the Bible.

The sovereignty of the God of Scripture is absolute, irresistible, infinite. When we say that God is
sovereign we affirm His right to govern the universe, which He has made for His own glory, just
as He pleases. We affirm that His right is the right of the Potter over the clay, i.e., that He may
mould that clay into whatsoever form He chooses, fashioning out of the same lump one vessel
unto honor and another unto dishonor. We affirm that He is under no rule or law outside of His
own will and nature, that God is a law unto Himself, and that He is under no obligation to give an

account of His matters to any.

Human reasoning and logic would say that if God is truly sovereign over all His creation,
the human creatures He created have no opportunity to make individual choices. And if
they have a free will that can make personal choices, then God cannot be sovereign,
because anything He does not control negates His being sovereign. But Scripture
emphasizes both the sovereignty of God and the free will of humankind. So instead of
judging by human reason that both facts cannot coexist, we must honor the integrity of
God’s Word, accept, and explain to the best of our limited human reasoning how both
truths can be valid.

How do we bring together these two seemingly exclusive truths: God’s sovereignty and
mankind’s free will? In God’s great design for His creation, He desired freely given
allegiance rather than robotic response to His will. Voluntary love and obedience are
much better than automatic, predetermined responses. God created humankind with the
option of loving and obeying Him, even though it meant that some would choose not to
give allegiance to His rule. Freely given love is more valued than forced or parroted
expressions. Since God has chosen to give humankind a free will, His sovereignty is not
destroyed.



